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(d) Performing fire, lifeboat, or other 
drills in port or at sea.

§ 15.715 Automated vessels. 

(a) Coast Guard acceptance of auto-
mated systems to replace specific per-
sonnel or to reduce overall crew re-
quirements is predicated upon the ca-
pabilities of the system, the system’s 
demonstrated and continuing reli-
ability, and a planned maintenance 
program that ensures continued safe 
operation of the vessel. 

(b) The OCMI considers the capabili-
ties of an automated system in estab-
lishing initial manning levels; how-
ever, until the system is proven reli-
able, a manning level adequate to oper-
ate in a continuously attended mode 
will be specified on a vessel’s COI. It 
remains the responsibility of the ves-
sel’s master to determine when a con-
tinuous watch is necessary.

§ 15.720 Use of non-U.S. licensed and/
or documented personnel. 

(a) United States vessels which need 
to replace one or more persons while on 
a foreign voyage and outside the juris-
diction of the United States, in order 
to meet manning requirements, may 
utilize non-U.S. licensed and docu-
mented personnel, except for the posi-
tions of master and radio officer, until 
the vessel returns to a port at which in 
the most expeditious manner replace-
ments who are citizens of the United 
States can be obtained. 

(b) The citizenship requirements of 46 
U.S.C. 8103 (a) and (b) are waived, ex-
cept for the requirement that the mas-
ter must be a U.S. citizen, with respect 
to the following vessels: 

(1) A U.S.-documented offshore sup-
ply vessel (OSV) (as that term is de-
fined in 46 U.S.C. 2101(19)) that is oper-
ating from a foreign port; and 

(2) A U.S.-documented mobile off-
shore drilling unit (MODU) (as that 
term is defined in 46 U.S.C. 2101(15a)) 
that is operating beyond the water 
above the U.S. Outer Continental 
Shelf. 

(c) The waiver provided in paragraph 
(b) of this section does not apply to any 
vessel operating in water above the 
U.S. Outer Continental Shelf (as that 
term is defined in 43 U.S.C. 1331(a)). 

(d) The master shall assure that any 
replacements of crewmembers by non-
U.S. citizens made in accordance with 
this section will be with an individual 
who holds a license or document which 
is equivalent in experience, training, 
and other qualifications to the U.S. li-
cense or document required for the po-
sition and that the person possesses or 
will possess the training required to 
communicate to the extent required by 
§ 15.730. 

[CGD 89–061, 55 FR 1212, Jan. 12, 1990]

§ 15.725 Sailing short. 
Whenever a vessel is deprived of the 

service of a member of its complement, 
and the master or person in charge is 
unable to find appropriate licensed or 
documented personnel to man the ves-
sel, the master or person in charge may 
proceed on the voyage, having deter-
mined the vessel is sufficiently manned 
for the voyage. A report of sailing 
short must be filed in writing with the 
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection 
(OCMI) having cognizance for inspec-
tion in the area in which the vessel is 
operating, or the OCMI within whose 
jurisdiction the voyage is completed. 
The report must explain the cause of 
each deficiency and be submitted with-
in twelve hours after arrival at the 
next port. The actions of the master or 
person in charge in such instances are 
subject to review and it must be shown 
the vacancy was not due to the con-
sent, fault or collusion of the master or 
other individuals specified in 46 U.S.C. 
8101(e). A civil penalty may be assessed 
against the master or person in charge 
for failure to submit the report.

§ 15.730 Language requirements. 
(a) The provisions of 46 U.S.C. 8702 re-

lating to language apply generally to 
vessels of at least 100 gross tons except: 

(1) Vessels operating on rivers and 
lakes (except the Great Lakes); 

(2) A manned barge (except a sea-
going barge or a barge to which chap-
ter 37 of 46 U.S.C. applies); 

(3) A fishing vessel, fish tender ves-
sel, whaling vessel, or yacht; 

(4) A sailing school vessel with re-
spect to sailing school instructors and 
sailing school students; 

(5) An oceanographic research vessel 
with respect to scientific personnel; 
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